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Side Roads  From the President 

       Election Year? 
Let’s skip it– no one seems to notice that gas prices 
are out of control; foreclosures are near 75%, the 
economy is in shambles (thanks Washington DC) 
and our young men and women are dying in a war 
that has no end in sight.  McCain wants to stay there 
forever, while Obama seems to want everyone home 
no.  Our system (?) of government never ceases to 
amaze me.  The process by which we elect our lead-
ers sounds so good on the surface, but fails almost 
every time.  Yeah, lets just skip it 
**Every man is guilty of all the good he didn’t do- 
                                                       Voltaire** 

 
    The ride season officially ended on September 
28th with the Magical Mystery Tour.  Ride Captain, 
Mike Henry will be collecting your mileage soon for 
plaques to be given away at the 2008 
Rainmaker Christmas Party. 

Just Ride Baby Ride!  John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monthly & E Board Meetings 
  The monthly meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of 
every month at The Red Door.  Monthly meeting 
starts with dinner @ 6:30 & meeting @ 7:30. E Board 
meetings are the last Wednesday of each month @ 
6:30.  ALL members are welcome to attend.   
  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 

"THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU"  

  To all of the 22 Rainmaker Members who showed up 
for our last ride of the year. I felt this was a very suc-
cessful ride considering the weather was perfect, the 
wind was not a problem, the camaraderie was superb, 
and the food was out of this world.  
 
  Congrats to Bill "B" for the low ball hand, Gene "W" 
for the high poker hand and Goldie "S" who wone the 
50-50.  
 
  I also want to thank those members that stepped up 
to help out to make the ride a success. Two things I 
think deserve special notice.  
 
  First of all the call tree. I took just 45 min. out of my 
Saturday afternoon and called almost all of our mem-
bers on the phone. I did leave messages when possi-
ble and was able to talk to many. To a person, every-
one that I talked to thanked me for the call and appre-
ciated the call. Several stated they had forgotten about 
it and would try and make it. We had a nice turn out 
some came only because of the reminder call. While 
on the ride several members thanked me again for the 
call. What a nice feeling it gave me to have such a re-
sponse. I think the Rainmakers need more of this per-
sonal touch when preparing for a ride. It wasn't long 
ago that the call tree was a weekly thing.    
 
  Second, I wish to thank Bob Brown for leading the 
second group of the ride, and for doing it right.   Bob 
held his second group back from the first group by 
about a quarter to half a mile at most times.   This I 
think is most important, as it does give those faster 
cars a much better chance to pass.   Too many times I 
have seen the second group following the first by just 
a car length or so and this  just is not enough space 
when riding at 60 MPH +. All in all we had a really nice 
last ride of the year  and now I am looking forward to 
another great Christmas party.  
 
Hope to see everyone there.  
                                               JACK 
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October  Anniversaries 
October 1– Darrel & Juanita Brewer 
 
October Birthdays 
October 14– John Liggett 
October 23– Goldie Siemens 
October 29– Darrel Brewer 
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October 15– Dinner Ride to Gusicks @ 6:30. 
December 13– Rainmaker Christmas Party at the Red Door 
January 1, 2009– New Year’s Day Ride to Columbus.  
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6����!*��0+�!��77��The Raindrop is posted to both  
websites each month. No email ?   I’ll mail you a hard copy!  I can 
always add you  to the email list if you get email!  
  Deadline for submissions is the 25th of the month.  It’s nice when 
you contribute!  Contact me @ 252-7704 or email @  

bcpmmach@bresnan.net.  �
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   2008 RAINMAKER RIDE SCHEDULE 
 
 

MAR 23                10:00 AM            BLESSING OF THE BIKES @ EAGLES IN BLGS HGTS 
 
APR 13                10:00 AM            COLUMBUS SHAKEDOWN        MIKE HENRY 
APR 20                10:00 AM            SHOW UP 
APR 27                10:00 AM            RAPELJE/RED LODGE                 JOHN VANOVER 
 
MAY 4                 9:00 AM              POWELL/LOVELL                        DICK SLAGOWSKI 
MAY 11                9:00 AM              SHOW UP (MOTHERS DAY) 
MAY 18                9:00 AM              FISHTAIL & NYE                          DAVE DEBOER 
MAY 25                9:00 AM              SHOW UP (3 DAY MEMORIAL WEEKEND) 
 
JUN 1                   8:00 AM              SHERIDAN, WY                            TERRY JESSEE 
JUN 7-8                8:00 AM              CODY MUSEUM/ YNP (SA, SU)  BILL BLAQUIERE 
JUN 8                   8:00 AM              SHOW UP 
JUN 15                 8:00 AM              SHOW UP (FATHERS DAY) 
JUN 22                 8:00 AM              DEAD INDIAN PASS                    PAUL MUNDSCHENK 
JUN 29                 8:00 AM              CODY-PAHASKA TEEPEE          DICK SLAGOWSKI 
 
JUL 4-6                7:00 AM              LOLO PASS (TENTATIVE FR, SA, SU) (____________________) 
JUL 6                   8:00 AM              SHOW UP 
JUL 13                 8:00 AM              BIG HORNS                                    DON BUSHMAN 
JUL 20                 8:00 AM              STORY, WY                                   DARREL LAVOY 
JUL 27                 8:00 AM              BEARTOOTH ATTACK                DAVE JARZYNA 
 
AUG 3                 8:00 AM              PHIL K ISS PICNIC & RIDE         EVERYONE 
AUG 10                8:00 AM              SHOW UP (STURGIS RALLY WEEK--- AUG 4-10) 
AUG 15-17          7:00 AM              WIND RIVER, TETONS & PARK (FR, SA, SU)   MIKE HENRY 
AUG 24                8:00 AM              SARPY CREEK                              LARRY NICHOLS 
AUG 31                8:00 AM              SHOW UP (3 DAY LABOR DAY WEEKEND) 
 
SEP 7                   9:00 AM              UTICA/HOBSON HAY BALES    GENE WASIA 
SEP 14                 9:00 AM              INGOMAR-PASS THE GASS       DAVE ALDER 
SEP 21                 9:00 AM              MONTANA HANNAS                   DAVIS & HESS 
SEP 28                 9:00 AM              MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR       BYRNES & BROWN 
 
JAN 1, 09             NOON                 NEW YEARS DAY RIDE              DARREL LAVOY 
 
< RAINMAKER’S “SATURDAY” SHOW UP RIDES>>>>>> 
4 HRS MAXIMUM>>>>>>   <<<<<< ON THE 1ST & 3RD SATURDAYS OF EACH MONTH>>> 
10:00-2:00 IN MAY, JUN, SEP                   8:00-12:00 IN JUL & AUG 
 
OCTOBER SHOW UP RIDES @ 10:00 AM    AND           NOVEMBER THRU APRIL @ 11:00 AM 
 
MID WEEK DINNER RIDES DEPART @ 6 PM FROM MCDONALDS SOUTH BLGS BLVD. 

1/1/08                   307 BAR 7 GRILL / COLUMBUS                              322-4511 
1/16                      JADE PALACE / BLGS                                               656-8888 
2/20                      SANTA FE REDS / BLGS                                           252-2221 
3/19                      LAUREL COUNTRY CLUB / LAUREL                    628-2060 
4/16                      THE ROCKPILE / BLGS                                             245-5985 
5/21                      WHITLOCKS STEAKHOUSE / COLUMBUS           322-8677 
6/18                      HOMESTEAD CAFÉ / JOLIET                                  962-3911 
7/16                      TINY’S TAVERN / BLGS                                           259-0828 
8/20                      FORT ROCKVALE / ROCKVALE                             962-3963 
9/17                      STROKERS TAVERN / HUNTLEY                           348-2042 
10/15                    GUSICKS / BLGS                                                        652-5441 

The Rainmakers Motorcycle Club was formed in 1973 as a Touring Motorcycle Club to promote goodwill and fellowship. Meet-
ings are held the second Wednesday of each month. The Club is open to all makes of motorcycles.                                      



����������Rainmaker Meeting Minutes�
                    September 10 , 2008  
            

John Vanover called the meeting to order on September 10 2008 at 7:30 p.m.   We had 17 RMC members present 
at the September meeting.  Darrel and Janice Lavoy and Alice and Todd Slagowski came to this months meeting. 
 
Bill Blaquiere motioned to accept August minutes and Dwight Hodges seconded the motion. 
 
Treasury Report:  No report, Bev was out of town on vacation.  We are guessing we still have around $871.00. 
 
Old Business: 
Ride reports were given on the following rides: 
               3 day Teton ride– 3 bikes, 5 riders.  Weather cool, wet, pleasant and warmer.  Total miles 995. 
               Sarpy Creek ride– 9 bikes, 12 people.  Bev rode her trike  to Hardin and then returned to Billings.   
               Made the loop thru Custer.  About 202 miles. 
 
New Business: 
               Rainmaker Christmas Party to be held Saturday December 13th at the Red Door Lounge.   
               More details to follow after the September 24th E Board meeting. 
 
               The group got off track slightly with a quick discussion on concealed weapons permits. 
 
50/50 winner was Janice Lavoy for $10.00.  Shake A Day added another $12.50 
 
Motion to adjourn by Cheryl Blaquiere and seconded by Dave Alder.   
 
Submitted by Cheryl Blaquiere for Bev Mundschenk 
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                       FOR SALE 
          2001 Yamaha Royal Star Venture, 33K miles,  
Excellent condition, asking $ 7900.00.  Call Dave  259-9009 
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                      FOR SALE 
Wonderful fun car to drive, 2000 Mercedes Benz slk230 
Roadster, Auto, 4 cyl, Supercharged,AC,PS,PW,PDL,TW,
CC, Front and Side Airbags,  ABS, Heated Seats, 26 MPG  
in town, 30 Highway, Mileage, Hardtop retracts into trunk. 
Only $12,250.00. Car only has 77,635 miles. Call (406)259-
3438 or (406)670-7458.�

�
     Male/Female Driving Etiquette 
Gender-Specific Driving Etiquette  
A woman is driving at night on a narrow country road . At the 
same time a man is driving in the opposite direction on that 
same road. When they narrowly pass each other at high 
speed, the woman rolls down her window and loudly shouts - 
HORSE! Immediately the man shouts back - BITCH!  
The man laughs . He is proud to have reacted so quickly to 
the shouting woman and takes the next turn in the road, 
maintaining his speed .  
 
Moral of the story:  
 
Men never listen, and when they do, they don't  
understand one word a woman says .  
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Montana State Motorcycle Laws 
Road– submitted by Larry Nichols 
Safety Helmet Required by law under age 18  
State Funded Rider Ed Available for all eligible applicants  
Eye Protection Not Required  
Daytime Use of Headlight Required by law-modulating headlight 
permitted  
Passenger Seat Required if carrying a passenger  
Passenger Footrest Required if carrying a passenger  
Passenger Age Restriction None 
Helmet Speakers No Restrictions  
Periodic Safety Inspection None  
Mirror Left(L) Right(R) One required by law  
Radar Detector No Restriction  
Turn Signals Not Required  
Muffler Muffler required 
Maximum Sound Level Max A-weighted sound levels based on 
measurement at 50 feet from closest point to motorcycle (61-9-418): 
1)manufactured before 1970--92dBA; 2)manufactured after 1969 
but prior to 1973--88dBA; 3)manufactured after 1972 but prior to 
1975--86dBA; 4)manufactured after 1974 but prior to 1978--80dBA; 
5)manufactured after 1977 but prior to 1988--75dBA; 6)
manufactured after 1987--70dBA.  
State Insurance Requirements Not required.  
Handlebar Height No Restrictions  
Rider-Education Waiver Skill Test 
Accept Motorcycle Endorsement From Other States            Yes
              Off Road                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      The Pre-Ride Motorcycle Inspection 
 
These days’ motorcycles have become so reliable that it is easy to 
take their mechanical fitness for granted. Back in the day, we were 
cautioned about carefully examining our clutch cable and to avoid 
holding the clutch lever in while waiting for a light as to avoid the pos-
sibility of the cable suddenly breaking and sending us careening off 
into the crossing lane of traffic. Now days we are told, and rightfully 
so, that it is best to keep the bike in gear with the clutch in at inter-
sections to allow for an immediate escape if a car should suddenly 
veer toward you. 
 
Back then bolts frequently vibrated loose, spokes broke, steering 
head bearings needed routine attention, drum brakes required regu-
lar cleaning and inspection, you needed to check your oil constantly 
to see how much had leaked or burned out and so on and so on. At 
least this is what I’ve been told by the “old timers”. I’m far too young 
to remember any of this stuff! 
 
Fortunately for us “youngsters” huge strides have been made in the 
quality of materials and in the design and the manufacturing toler-
ances of our trusty steeds. These things have given us much more 
reliable bikes. It is tempting to assume that everything is copasetic 
and nothing is on the brink of failure. But you know what they say 
about assume.  
 
Therefore it is prudent to pay close attention to the mechanics of 
your ride, no matter how road worthy you “assume” it to be. Check 
the things that you can see or get a wrench on. Feel or measure con-
trols for proper adjustment. And what I believe to be the most critical 
of all is check the tires before every ride for proper inflation, foreign 
objects and excessive wear. The Motorcycle Safety Foundation has 
developed a simple checklist, outlined in the accompanying list, sum-
marized with the acronym T-Clock, for the headings of each section.  
 
Although this is prescribed as a “pre-ride” inspection, by far the best 
time to do it is shortly after your last ride. This helps to insure that 
your bike will be ready for the next ride because it gives you time to 
fix anything you find wrong before you want to take that next ride.  
 
                            Ride Safe, 
                                           Your Referee, 
                                                          Bill Blaquiere 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

All Show Up 
Rides leave 
McDonalds at 
time shown 
on calendar. 

  1 
Anniversary 
Darrel &  
Juanita Brewer 

2 3 4 

5 Show Up 
Ride @ 10:00 

6 7 8  RMC 
Monthly  
Meeting–  
Dinner @ 6:30, 
Meeting @ 
7:30 @ The 
Red Door 

9 10 11 

12 Show Up 
Ride @ 10:00 

13 Columbus   
         Day 

14 
B-Day 
John Liggett 

15 Dinner 
Ride @ 6:00 
to Gusicks/ 
Billings 

16 Bosses 
         Day 

17 18 

19 Show Up 
Ride @ 10:00 

20 21 22  23 
B-Day 
Goldie  
     Siemens 

24 25 

26 Show Up 
Ride @ 10:00 

27 
 

28 29 E Board 
Meeting @ 
6:30 @ the 
Red Door 
 
B-Day 
Darrell Brewer 

30 31 Halloween  
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RAINMAKER'S FAVORITE FOOD AND COFFEE STOPS 
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Dinner Ride Restaurants 
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